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Message from the Mayor  

Spring is here, with it comes a renewed sense of optimism. The  

Township of Ramara has great potential for sustainable growth and  

development and we look forward to working with you and on your  

behalf in continuing to build a prosperous future. 

Council and our new CAO, John Pinsent, who is commencing his  

employment with us on June 4th, are optimistically looking forward to the 

future of the Township of Ramara and are hopeful that a number of our 

projects will come to fruition. We believe we have the talents and  

resources we need to grow and thrive and that great things will happen 

by working together!  

We would like to encourage open communication between Council and 

you, the people we are elected to serve. If you have any questions or 

ideas about how we can improve our community, please feel free to  

contact myself or any member of Council to share your thoughts.  

Have a safe and enjoyable month of May!  

Love Swans on Lake 

Couchiching 

Submitted by Ronald Fry 

https://www.ramara.ca/
mailto:ramara@ramara.ca
https://www.facebook.com/
https://twitter.com/


 2 

 

Mayor Basil Clarke  705-327-3426  bclarke@ramara.ca 

Deputy Mayor  
John O'Donnell     

LiaisonðEnvironmental 
Services 

705-484-5742  johnod@hotmail.ca 

David Snutch 
Councillor - Ward 1 

LiaisonðProtective  
Services 

705-985-2225 dsnutch@ramara.ca 

Joe Gough 
CouncillorðWard 2 

LiaisonðPlanning and 
Development 

705-238-3553 jgough@ramara.ca 

Ted Lamb 
Councillor - Ward 3 

LiaisonðCulture &  
Recreation 

705-323-2509 tlamb@ramara.ca 

Gary Hetherington 
CouncillorðWard 4 

LiaisonðTransportation 
Services 

705-330-5161 ghetherington@ramara.ca 

Kal Johnson 
Councillor - Ward 5       

LiaisonðAdministration/ 
Personnel/ Finance 

705-345-6374  kjohnson@ramara.ca 

(L-R)  - Councillor Snutch, Councillor Gough, Deputy Mayor OôDonnell, Mayor Clarke,  
Councillor Lamb, Councillor Hetherington, Councillor Johnson 

 COUNCIL 2018§2022  

Municipal Offices will be closed   

Monday, May 20, 2019  

for Victoria Day 

mailto:bclarke@ramara.ca
mailto:bclarke@ramara.ca
mailto:johnod@hotmail.ca
mailto:jodonnell@ramara.ca
mailto:dsnutch@ramara.ca
mailto:dsnutch@ramara.ca
mailto:jgough@ramara.ca
mailto:jgough@ramara.ca
mailto:tlamb@ramara.ca
mailto:tlamb@ramara.ca
mailto:ghetherington@ramara.ca
mailto:ghetherington@ramara.ca
mailto:kjohnson@ramara.ca
mailto:kjohnson@ramara.ca
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MEET YOUR COUNCILð 

Councillor David SnutchðWard One 

Welcome to May.  Time is flying by, and summer is around the corner.  My first five 
months on Council have been interesting.  Having owned various businesses, I  
definitely can now see the differences between running a successful company  
versus being a team member on Council, where sometimes compromising is  
necessary.  I am very pleased that we all finally agreed on the 2019 budget which 
will hold tax increases to a minimum and at the same time increase our reserves for 
future capital plans. 
 
I have been appointed to various committees including:  Trails Committee, Longford 
Mills Community Centre Board, Community Policing Committee and recently  
concluded my responsibility with the Hiring Committee, resulting in the hiring of our 
esteemed new Ramara Township CAO, Mr. John Pinsent.  
 

During my campaign, I committed to the following priorities and I am pleased that after only five months we are 
making progress on these priorities.  Three of those priorities were:  stopping the Fleming Quarry Expansion, 
enhancing access to affordable high-speed internet, and utilizing abandoned railway lines for recreational trails.  
 
Quarry:  The zoning application is still in progress for the Quarry expansion and I have been working 
hard to ensure that corporate greed does not ruin the community of Floral Park.  Allowing a new Quarry with a 
50-year life span within 80 metres of a residential community is just plain wrong.  The Quarry operator bought 
out a residential property of about 78 acres and now wants Council to allow them to operate a Quarry.  No. No. 
No.  The residents cannot be exposed to the dust, noise, or traffic caused by the Quarry, never mind the  
potential damage to the watershed and surrounding wells.  A responsible corporation would not even be  
requesting such a zoning change if they cared about the community or the wildlife. 
 
Internet:  We are currently working with Rogers on a long-term plan, and the next meeting is May 8th.  In the 
meantime, however, a new 240-foot tower will be built on Township property (abandoned gravel pit) at the  
intersection of Hwy 169 and Concession D-E.  This new tower will house the antenna for the Fire & Rescue  
Services and Municipal Works radio system, a new antenna for Point to Point Broadband, and would allow other 
internet providers to rent space for their internet antennas.  An agreement has also been reached with Rogers 
to allow the Township to install an additional antenna for our Works and Fire antenna on the proposed Rogers 
tower in Gamebridge.  Rogers will allow the Township to access this tower at no charge.  A sincere thank you to 
Rogers. 
 
Trail:  Working with the County of Simcoe, the process to convert this rail line into a trail is underway.  
Our next meeting is on May 17th.  The rail line, which runs from Washago to Airport Road, is in the process of 
being released by CN.  It is a long process, but early planning is critical.  If all goes well, this abandoned rail line 
could be the property of Simcoe County or Ramara Township by the summer of 2020.  We will be looking for 
lots of volunteers to complete the project; if interested in volunteering, please call me. 
 
There are many other projects in the works, including the formation of a new community group to address water 
quality in the Township, especially in Wards 1 and 2.  The group is trying to determine the best way to improve 
the water quality in Lake Couchiching, Lake St. John, the Green River, and the Black River.  We are addressing 
everything from septic inspections, flooding, sludge-dumping, and regular monitoring and testing of the waters 
so that we can monitor progress.  At the present time this is just a small group of volunteers rather than a  
Township endeavour, and we need more people concerned about our water to help out. 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding any of the above points or if you would like to volunteer to 
help with these projects, please call me anytime at 705-985-2225 or email me at dsnutch@ramara.ca.  
 
 

mailto:dsnutch@ramara.ca
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On June 4th, 2019, John Pinsent joins the Township of Ramara from Woodstock, New Brunswick 
where he has cut his teeth as a Chief Administrative Officer. Prior to his work as a Municipal  
Administrator, John spent 20 years as an Infantry Officer (The Royal Canadian Regiment) and  
Army Logistician serving at numerous locations in Canada and abroad.  After taking off the uniform 
he has held a variety of senior finance positions in federal government departments, culminating as 
the Deputy Chief Financial Officer of the Canada Border Services Agency.    
 
Having served in Petawawa, Trenton and Ottawa, and attended school in Kingston, and with family 
in the Kingston area, this is like a homecoming of sorts for John and his family.  
 
John is a graduate of the Royal Military College where he obtained both an undergraduate and 
masterôs degree in Business Administration (MBA). He is also a Certified Professional Accountant 
(CPA).  
 
John is married to his lovely wife Lori; they have three children.  
 
He is now looking for some water to launch his boat! 
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LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 

Upcoming Council Meetings 

 
Visit our iCompass Meetings Portal for more information. Agendas will be available on the Portal the 
Friday prior to the meeting.  
 
Business Licencing Did you know the Township of Ramara  
requires licences for the following businesses?   

¶ Hawker, Pedder, Transient Trader 
¶ Salvage, Wrecking Yard, or Second-Hand Goods 
¶ Refreshment Vehicle 
¶ Kennel 

Make sure you comply with Bylaw 2013.30 and apply for your 2019 Business Licence today.  
Applications can be found on our website or picked up at the Ramara Administration Centre in 
Brechin. 
 
Lottery Licencing Planning to hold a Raffle or a 50/50 draw in Ramara? Make sure you are  
legally permitted to do so by the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario. Only eligible charitable 
and religious organizations may raise funds through municipal lottery events. If your game has a prize, 
chance, and consideration, it is considered a lottery scheme. All lottery schemes or events require a 
licence however not all lottery schemes are licensable.  If a lottery scheme is not licenced then it is 
prohibited under the Criminal Code of Canada. 
 
Visit our Lottery Licencing page to determine if you are eligible to hold a lottery scheme and learn 
more about the regulations surrounding it. 
 
Fireworks  Council will be considering a bylaw to regulate the use of Fireworks within the 
Township of Ramara that will require residents to apply for a permit to set off fireworks.  Permit  
exemptions will be for New Yearôs Eve, Canada Day, Victoria Day and Labour Day. A Bylaw will be 
coming to a Council Agenda in the near future. See Item 3.1 on the April 15, 2019 Committee of the 
Whole Agenda for a draft version of the proposed bylaw. 
 
Short Term Rentals The Short Term Rental (STR) Committee is working on Licencing Rules 
and Regulations for the operation of Short Term Rental units within the Township of Ramara.  The 
STR Committee will be presenting their findings at an upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 

May 6, 2019 

Committee of the Whole at 9:30 a.m. 

Council Chamber 

Ramara Administration Centre 

May 13, 2019 

Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chamber 

Ramara Administration Centre 

May 20, 2019 

No meeting 

(Victoria Day) 

May 27, 2019 

Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chamber 

Ramara Administration Centre 

June 3, 2019 

Committee of the Whole at 9:30 a.m. 

Council Chamber 

Ramara Administration Centre 

June 10, 2019 

No meeting 

https://www.ramara.ca/Pages/Legislative-Services.aspx
http://ramara.civicweb.net
https://www.ramara.ca/Shared%20Documents/Forms_Permits/Business%20Licensing/2013_20licensingbylaw.pdf
https://www.ramara.ca/Pages/Legislative%20Services/Business-Licensing.aspx
https://www.agco.ca/lottery-and-gaming/charitable-gaming-municipalities
https://www.ramara.ca/Pages/Legislative%20Services/Lottery-Licensing.aspx
https://ramara.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=111
https://ramara.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=111
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BUILDING SERVICES & PLANNING SERVICES 

On-Site Sewage Maintenance Inspection Program 

 

Effective January 1st, 2011, the Ontario Building Code was amended by Ontario Regulation 315/10 to 

establish and govern mandatory on-site sewage system maintenance inspection programs to be  

administered by the Township of Ramara. Click to view Ontario Regulation 315/10. 

This amendment helps protect Ontarioôs drinking water and the natural environment and support the 

implementation of the Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) and the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan. 

Inspections of all on-site sewage systems within this boundary will be inspected, and then re-inspected 

every five years thereafter. 

Inspections of the sewage systems will be completed during the spring & summer months and a notice 
will be left on/in your door  

Once the inspection is completed you will receive an invoice for $150.00. Please be advised after 30 

days if the invoice is unpaid the fee will be transferred to your property tax account. 

The second component of the program is that you are responsible for arranging a licensed  

sewage hauler to have your septic or holding tank pumped out. 

The pump out certificate must be completed by your hauler and submitted to the Township within your 

inspection year. Click to view a list of local licensed sewage haulers. 

If your system fails the inspections you will receive a letter from the Township, outlining your  

deficiencies with a deadline. 

Bylaw Enforcement 

There is a specific process for dealing with complaints/allegations of bylaw violations: 
Ramara Township will act on written complaints from the general public concerning alleged bylaw  
violations.  Staff will offer assistance and direction with respect to bylaw concerns, however no  
investigation will be initiated until the complaint is received in writing. 
 
Upon receipt of the written complaint, the Bylaw Enforcement Officer will conduct an investigation to 
determine the validity of the complaint and the nature of the infraction relative to our existing  
bylaws.  You will be advised accordingly whether or not the complaint is valid or alternatively refer you 
to another government agency to assist you. Bylaw Complaint Form  
 
If it is determined that the complaint is valid the Bylaw Enforcement Officer will contact the party and 
outline the bylaw infraction and request that the matter be rectified and/or cease to exist.  In some  
cases the municipality will provide a grace period to conform to the bylaw which is followed by a  
subsequent inspection. 
 
If the matter is rectified, the investigation will be closed.  If the bylaw infraction continues proper  
paperwork must be completed. 

https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/building-planning-bylaw-enforcement
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/source/regs/english/2010/elaws_src_regs_r10315_e.htm
https://www.ramara.ca/Pages/Building_Planning/Septic-Haulers-List.aspx
https://www.ramara.ca/Shared%20Documents/Forms_Permits/Building%20Application%20Forms/2018BylawComplaintForm.pdf


 7 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

TREASURY SERVICES 

Starting April 2019 the Township will be offering paperless tax billing. 

This will help reduce costs for the Township as well as reduce waste 

produced by the Township. If you choose to sign up for paperless billing, 

you will no longer receive a paper copy of your tax bill but rather an 

email with a digital copy of your tax bill attached. To sign up visit our  

office or website to fill out a paperless billing form. If you want more  

information or have any questions please feel free to contact our office at 

705-484-5374. 

Not sure who to call? 

Water Quality Inquiries, Garbage Pickup and More  

 

Q. Who do I call to obtain a water or sewer locate? 

A. Contact Ontario One Call: 1-800-400-2255 or visit www.on1call.com  

Q. I need my water turned on/off.  Who do I contact? 

A. Contact the Environmental Services Department: 705-484-5374 ext. 285 

Q. How can I get my water shut-off valve raised, lowered, repaired, or located? 

A. Contact the Environmental Services Department: 705-484-5374 ext. 248 

Q. I have low water flow or poor water pressure. Who can I get to look at it? 

A. Contact the Environmental Services Department: 705-484-5374 ext. 285 

Q. My water service line is frozen. Who do I contact? 

A. Contact the Environmental Services Department: 705-484-5374 ext. 248 

Q. If I have a concern about unusual taste, odour, or colour of my drinking water, who can I  

contact? 

A. Contact the Environmental Services Department: 705-484-5374 ext. 285 

Q.  I have questions about my private drinking water system (wells, cisterns, treated lake water).  

Who do I contact? 

A. Contact the Health Unit at 705-721-7500 or visit 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/SafeWater/drinkingwater/wells.aspx 

Q. I have questions regarding a private septic system.  Who do I contact? 

A.  Contact the Building Department: 705-484-5374 

Q. I have questions about Garbage, Recycling and Green Bin Pickup? 

A. Contact the County of Simcoe at 705-735-6901 or visit https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/swm 

Q. Where are the Landfill Sites and when are they open? 

A. Contact the County of Simcoe at 705-735-6901 or visit  www.simcoe.ca/SolidWasteManagement/

Pages/locations.aspx 

https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/water-and-sewer-services
https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/taxes-and-finance
http://www.on1call.com
http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/SafeWater/drinkingwater/wells.aspx
https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/swm
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e-NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS    
Enjoy getting the latest news about the Township through this e-Newsletter?  Sign 
up now to receive the e-Newsletter by email each month.  Please email Leanne 
Marshall at lmarshall@ramara.ca to sign up with your email address or call  
705-484-5374 ext. 235. 

LAGOON CITY PARKS & WATERWAYS 

To learn more about the history of Lagoon City, please view our historical pamphlet. 

The Lagoon City Parks & Waterways Commission is working hard to prepare for a for another great 
summer season in Lagoon City. 
 
Upcoming Commission Meetings 
Thurs., May 9 at 9:30 a.m., Council Chamber, Ramara Administration Centre. 
Thurs., June 13 at 9:30 a.m., Council Chamber, Ramara Administration Centre. 
 
Commissioner Vacancy 
The Township of Ramara is seeking Lagoon City residents who are interested in serving on the  
Lagoon City Park and Waterways Commission as an owner/tenant Commissioner, for a three-year 
term, ending June 30, 2022. 
 
The Commission was established to manage, maintain, and regulate the waterways and parkland  
located within Lagoon City. Commission members are expected to participate in the daily activities of 
the Commission. Visit www.ramara.ca/lcpwc to learn more.  
 
Applications must be submitted by June 12, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. by one of the following  
methods: 
¶ Submitting an online application on Ramaraôs iCompass Meeting Portal by visiting 
www.ramara.ca. 

¶ Submitting a paper application (available at the Ramara Administration Centre in Brechin) which 
outlines your qualifications.  

 
Weed Harvesting 
Beginning in late May, orange coloured machinery will enter the canals in Lagoon City to begin  
skimming the water for debris. A harvester will collect debris and place it into a transporter barge. 
When full, the transport barge will return to a ramp to be emptied and then return to the harvester to 
continue. Weed cutting will begin after the chemical weed spraying application in July. Staff will be 
maintaining the canals during the summer months on Monday to Thursday, 7 .a.m. to 4 p.m., weather 
permitting. 
 
Annual Chemical Weed Control Application 
Preparation for the Annual Chemical Weed Control Application has begun. The application will be  
applied to Lagoon City canals in the days following Canada Day.  
 
You are advised to not use the canals for human or animal consumption, watering lawns or gardens, 
etc., for 5 days following the application of the chemical weed control material.  
 
In late June, residents affected will receive notice by mail and at their door with more information on 
the annual application. 

mailto:lmarshall@ramara.ca
mailto:lmarshall@ramara.ca
https://www.ramara.ca/council-committees/LCPWC
https://www.ramara.ca/Shared%20Documents/LCPWC/historyoflagooncity.pdf
http://www.ramara.ca/lcpwc
https://ramara.civicweb.net/Portal/BoardApplication
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MUNICIPAL WORKS 

Please be advised that there are several road construction projects occurring this summer and fall. All 

road closures will be put up on the Township website as well as through our Everbridge system. To  

access road closure alerts through Everbridge, follow the steps below:  

1. Go to the Township of Ramara website ï www.ramara.ca 

2. Scroll down to 'Online Services' 

3. Click on CIS ï Community Information System 

4. Click on 'Sign Up today!' 

5. Beside 'Don't have an account' Click 'Sign up' 

6. Fill out the profile about yourself and click 'create your account.' 

7. Fill out your profile and how you want to be informed and click 'next.' 

8. Fill out your location and click 'verify this address' or click 'skip this' 

9. Now choose on what you want to be informed about. Please note that road closures are under 

Municipal Works. Please click the box or boxes and click 'Save & Continue' 

10. Fill out the 'information' page and click 'next' or click 'skip this' 

11. Review your profile and click 'finish' 

 

2019 Projects Municipal Works  is currently working on the schedule for 2019 capital projects and 

hopes to include it in the next newsletter. For more up to date information, please visit the website.  

Mosquito Larviciding Program: The Township will carry out the annual Aerial Mosquito  

Control Program between April 1, 2019 to May 15, 2019.  The application occurs in the area along 
the shores of Lake Simcoe and Lake Couchiching from the Talbot River in the south to Fawn Bay 
Road in the north.  The program will utilize one application of AquaBac 220g Biological Mosquito  
Larvicide, granular formula. A map of the areas to be treated and details of the program may be seen 
at the Township Office during regular business hours or on the Township website. 
 

Street Sweeping: Street Sweeping occurs every year to approximately 60 km of Township roads 

in order to remove any sand or debris left over from the winter season. Sweeping is normally  
scheduled for the end of May to the beginning of June of each year; however, it can be delayed due 
to weather conditions.   
 

Road Grading: Due to the spring thaw and fluctuations in weather pattern (warm weather and  

significant rain), road crews have been prevented from carrying out scheduled grading of gravel 
roads. Due to the amount of moisture still in the road structure, if graders are used, roads will be  
further damaged and will compromise safety. As well, in order to grade effectively, the Township 
needs three rainless days: the day before, the day of and the day after. 
 
We recognize that the condition of the gravel roads right now makes for difficult driving conditions and 
requires drivers to slow down. We are continuing to monitor road conditions and are ready to deploy 
equipment as soon as conditions safely allow.     
 
Please be advised that the Township of Ramara is doing everything possible with the available  
resources to service the roads to an acceptable level.  The Township of Ramara thanks you for your 
patience and understanding. 

https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/roads
http://www.ramara.ca/
https://www.ramara.ca/
https://www.ramara.ca/Pages/Municipal%20Works/Mosquito-Control.aspx
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FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES 
The ice is out and our water playground is  
becoming a hive of activity.  With the Perch  
Festival and island cottagers who have patiently 
waited for ice break up, we are seeing the lead up 
to summer boat traffic. If venturing out on the 
freshly opened lake please do not lose sight of the 
recently changed conditions, which can mask 
some continual hazards. 
 
First and foremost, even though the water is back 
to its liquid state, it is incredibly cold and exposure 
to it can cause hypothermia rapidly.  Be very 
mindful of children around the water and ensure 
everyone is wearing proper flotation devices.  For 
the effects of cold water exposure, please revisit 

our article published this February 2019. 
 
Second, there can be debris floating in the water, from human litter such as parts of ice huts, winter 
damage (docks and shoreline trees broken by the ice movement) and other trees and branches that 
were on the ice surface and now are in the waterway.  Navigation can be tricky while these hazards 
exist and diligence must be used when observing the waterways while in a vessel under power.  Be 
familiar with your chosen path and be mindful that your boat wake can be disruptive and damaging to 
shoreline that are currently experiencing high water levels. 
 
Finally and as a bit of a side note, as we start to leave the wetter season of early spring we ask our 
citizens to be respectful of the heightened fire hazard.  We know that it seems odd and we are  
frequently asked, ñHow can we have a high fire hazard rating when the ground is so wet?ò  What we 
need people to understand is, even though the ground may be saturated, the standing dead  
vegetation of last year poses the biggest threat.  That dead vegetation has had all winter to dry under 
brisk winds and as the snow has receded and exposed it all, the ability for fire to rapidly spread 
across it is increased exponentially.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Emergency Preparedness Week (EP Week) is a federal-provincial-territorial initiative to  

promote emergency preparedness across Canada. This year, EP Week runs from May 5-11 and the 
provincial theme for Ontario is: Are You Ready? 
 
The ñAre You Ready?ò theme focuses on the importance of individuals and families being prepared 
for emergencies before they happen. It provides municipalities with the flexibility to concentrate on 
general emergency preparedness issues as well focuses attention on seasonal concerns, throughout 
the remainder of the year. Drawing attention to specific or localized, emergency issues on a seasonal 
basis using the ñAre You Ready?ñ theme will maintain momentum on emergency preparedness 
throughout the year. 

 

https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/fire-and-rescue-services
https://www.ramara.ca/Shared%20Documents/Publications/ENewsletter/2019/2019-02NewsletterVol11.pdf
https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/epweek/epweek.html
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Accessible Formats 
Upon request, the Township of Ramara will provide, or arrange for the provision of, accessible 
formats and or communication supports for people with disabilities in a timely manner.  Please 
contact the Clerk's Department  at 705-484-5374 Ext. 256 if you wish an accessible format or 
communication support.  Click Accessibility for further information. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   

For information on Garbage and Recycling Collection, please contact the County of Simcoe at  
705-735-6901 or from 426 or 689 exchanges call  toll-free at 1-800-263-3199.  County of Simcoe  
Customer Service operators are available to help you Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Discover the Difference in Ramara, make business and  
recreation a part of your everyday!  

GARBAGE & RECYCLING    

The Are You Ready? theme for 2019 EP Week lends itself to focusing on specific hazards or  
emergency situations and question whether one is adequately prepared to deal with an emergency. 
By considering any type of emergency scenario and framing it in front of the question ñAre You 
Ready?ò people can focus attention on what they need to do to deal with those specific scenarios, for 
example: 

¶ There is a risk of flooding. òAre You Ready?ò 

¶ Forest fires are causing evacuations. ñAre You Ready?ò 

¶ If the power went out for an extended period of time. òAre You Ready?ò 

¶ There is a severe thunderstorm warning. òAre You Ready?ò 

¶ A tornado warning has been issued. òAre You Ready?ò 
The ñAre You Ready?ò theme for the 2019 EP Week lends itself to framing any type of emergency in 
practical terms that people can relate to. Focusing attention on the actual risks to them and their fami-
lies should lead to increased awareness and understating that there could be real consequences if 
they are not adequately prepared. 
Increased understanding of risk should lead to action, which will lead to readiness, which will result in 
increased resilience to the negative impact of emergency situations. Additional information is also 
available online about current provincial emergencies and weather information.  
 
Please follow us on Facebook, Ramara Emergency Management / Fire Prevention  
 
Tony Stong, Manager of Fire and Rescue Services / Fire Chief 

mailto:cwainman@ramara.ca
https://www.ramara.ca/_layouts/15/FIXUPREDIRECT.ASPX?WebId=4922e5e7-8ef6-4a0b-a511-2252b9803530&TermSetId=a8f0b791-39c9-47d4-876e-e4a09e87cba1&TermId=c9f713da-b666-4a10-9975-feec26a9f7e0
https://www.ramara.ca/Pages/edo.aspx
https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/recycling-waste
https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information
https://weather.gc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Ramara-Emergency-Management-Fire-Prevention-254918821267532/
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CANINE SERVICES 

 

Dog Park Etiquette 

 

Your dog is your responsibility. Too many times, dogs get 
into trouble while their owners are busy doing something 
else. It's tempting to stand around and chat with other 
dog owners, or catch up on your voicemails or texts, but 
every owner needs to watch their dogs for signs of stress 
or aggression, and must be ready to take appropriate 
steps. This is for the safety of everyone at the park -  
including your own dog! 
 
 
 

¶ Keep your pet on leash if there isn't a sign stating that dogs may run off-leash. 

¶ Always carry a leash even in a leash-free area. You never know when you may need it. 

¶ Don't let your dog intimidate, pester or harass other dogs or people. Even if you think your dog is 
being friendly, at the first sign that the other dog or person is feeling annoyed, stressed or  

 uncomfortable, recall your dog and keep him engaged with you for a few moments, this will let 
him calm down before releasing him to play again. If he continues to repeat the behavior, it's 
time to leave the park. 

¶ Make sure your dog has a good recall, even with distractions. 

¶ Always keep your dog close and within sight. Ideally, your dog would be close enough for you to 
quickly intervene should you need to. 

¶ Don't bring sick dogs to the dog park. Contagious dogs can infect other dogs; and dogs who are 
feeling ill or who have been weakened by illness could be injured by the rough-and-tumble play-
styles of other dogs in the park. 

¶ Don't bring female dogs in heat to the dog park. 

¶ Don't bring young puppies. Their immune systems are not yet fully developed. 

¶ Never bring more dogs than you can handle if a situation were to arise. 

¶ Dog parks aren't typically a suitable environment for children. If children are permitted within the 
park, they should be accompanied by an adult. 

¶ Don't bring toys - they may cause guarding or territorial issues. 

¶ If your dog starts behaving aggressively, leash him immediately and leave. 

¶ Leash-free areas are not suitable for aggressive dogs. 

¶ If you notice other dogs or owners behaving in a way that makes you or your dog uncomfortable, 
leave immediately. 

¶ No digging! Fill in any holes your dog has created. No one wants to trip in a hole and potentially 
sprain or break something. 

¶ Respect the rules of the dog park. Many parks have signage at the entrance that clearly states 
the rules. 

¶ Always be present and attentive. It bears stating one more time - your dog relies on you to keep 
him safe. 

¶ Clean up after your dog... every time!  

https://www.ramara.ca/municipal-services/canine-control

